Melanoma in prepubertal children.
Malignant melanoma in prepubertal children is a rare event. Nine patients, 9.0 +/- 2.4 years (mean +/- S.D.), presented with malignant melanoma between December, 1975 and August, 1991. The thickness of the lesions ranged from 0.57 to > 4 mm. All patients (n = 6) with stage I or II disease are presently alive. Prepubertal patients with malignant melanoma tend to exhibit thick lesions when initially diagnosed. Their survival appears to be comparable or increased relative to their adult counterparts.